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“Eyewitnesses play an important role in criminal cases when they can identify
culprits. Yet it is well known that eyewitnesses make mistakes, and their
memories can be affected by various factors including the very law enforcement
procedures designed to test their memories. For several decades, scientists
have conducted research on the factors that affect the accuracy of eyewitness
identification procedures. Basic research on the processes that underlie human
visual perception and memory have given us an increasingly clear picture of
how eyewitness identifications are made and, more important, an improved
understanding of the principled limits on vision and memory that may lead to

failures of identification.”®>
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(prepublication copy — unedited proofs, 2014), available at http://public.psych.iastate.edu/glwells/
.NAS_Eyewitness_ID_Report.pdf
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“Train all law enforcement officers in eyewitness identification”;
“Implement double-blind lineup and photo array procedures”;
“Develop and use standardized witness instructions”;

“Document witness confidence judgments”;

EANESERC N

“Videotape the witness identification process”.®
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6. “Conduct pretrial judicial inquiry” (“The committee recommends that... a judge
make basic inquiries when eyewitness identification evidence is offered”);

7. “Make juries aware of prior identifications”;

8. “Use scientific framework expert testimony”’;

“Use jury instructions as an alternative means to convey information”.%
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10. “Establish a national research initiative on eyewitness identification”;
11. “Conduct additional research on system and estimator variables”.5’
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